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ABSTRACT FROM PROCEEDINGS OF 


CONVENTION OF LAKE UNDERWRITERS, 


‘HELD AT BUFFALO, JANUARY 6th, 1556, 


ADDRESS TO MASTERS OF VESSELS, 


The Convention of Lake underwriters assembled in Bufialo, in Janu- 
ary, 1856, offer the following address to Masters of Vessels, advising 
the Master's duty, after his vessel is stranded. 

‘The first duty is to sconre the sails, running rigging, and other move- 
ables, keeping thom on board if possible, and if not, removing them to 
the best place of safety on shore, so as to avoid injury as far as practi- 
cable, If the Master, after a closo examination of his vessel, is satisfied 
that she cannot be got off the beach by the services of his crew, he must 
then seck assistance elsewhere, 

As a general rule, the Master should not leave his vessel, but having 
‘an intelligent mate or other seaman, should send him to the nearest place 
where ho can procure such assistance as may bo needed, to get the ves- 
sel afloat, The person sent should make a definite contract with the 
person he employs, as to the price he is to give by the day, or by the 
job, for the men and the materials to be used. When at this placo, 
send information by telegraph or mail, to the owners, and if tho insurers 
are known, also to them, telling where the vessel is ashore, her condi- 
tion, and what is doing to get her off, 

‘When materials and men can be had to get the vessel off, go to work 
immediately, and do not wait the arrival of an agent of the underwri- 
tors, because it is the duty of the Master, by the terms of the policy of 
insurance, to mako all the exertions in his power to save his vessel and 
cargo, and any neglect to do so, makes the owner responsible for all 
damage that could be avoided, 
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If the danger of losing the cargo, or baving it badly damaged, is not 
likely to occur from the condition of the vessel, the season of tho year, 
and the place of stranding, and there is no reasonable probability that 
tho vesacl ean be promptly got of, sond to the nearest: available place, 
to hive another vessel on the best terms you can, and send the cargo to 
its destination, 

If it is necessary to land the cargo for its safety, or to reliove the 
vessel, do'to without delay, making euch preparations for its security 
from damage, as the place will admit—do not permit the whole cargo 


- to be lost, from the fear that a part of it may be, by removal from the 


vessel, 

“After the vessel is got afloat, should che be so injured in hull, rigging, 
or sails, ap to make the navigating her dangerous, proceed to tho near- 
est port where repairs can be made, or eupplies sent to her, If it is am 
expensive place, do no more work than is needed to make your vessel 
seaworthy, and finish your repairs at a more suitable place. Before ma- 
king any repairs, select three suitable persons, to be placed under oath 
by 2 Notary Publie or Magistrate, to make a careful. survey of the vee- 
scl, and they must specify, in as much detail as possible, the repairs and 
outfit which are to be made, and which ste to be exclusively confined to 
the damago done by the gale and tho stranding. If you are a etrangor 
in the place, seck the adviee of tho most experienced marine underwri- 
ter or Inspector of the Association of underwriters there, as to whom 
ou shall employ to make the repairs. Examine carefully all the bills 
for repaim, 0 that you can explain them to your owner or insurer. 
‘When the Master and two others can be spared from the vessel, because 
their services for the time are not absolutely needed, then go to a No- 
tary or Magistrate, and enter the Protest, detailing particularly, the 
cause of the disaster. A protest will not protect the owner from any 
Lisbility to the underwriters or owners of cargo, which arises from the 
‘unseaworthiness of the vessel, or negligence in duty of the master and 
soamen of the vessel. A master who neglects his duties to. the vessel 
aud cargo immediately after disaster, that be may burry off to a Nots- 
zy to enter Protest, does a very dissreditable act, and ia justly blamea- 
ble by the owners and underwriters. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 

‘We call your attention to the folowing copy of tho Jaw regulating 
the carrying of lights, which you should observe, to aid in avoidiog 
collision. 

ACT OF MARCH 3, 1849. 
nar. 105, Sze. 5. 

& And be it further enacted, That vessels, steam boats, and propellers, 
navigating the Northen and Western lakes, shall, from and. after the 
thirticth day of April next, comply with the following regulations, for 
the sconrity of life and property, to wit: during the night, vemels on 
the starboard tack shall show a red light, vessels on the larboard tack a 
green light, and vessels going off largé, or before the wind, of at an- 
chor, a white light ; steam ‘boats and propellers shall carry on ‘the stern, 
or as far forward as possible, a triangular light, at an angle of about 
sixty degrees with the horizon, and on the starboard side a light shaded 
green, and on the larboard side red; said lights shall be furnished with 
reflectors, &c., complete, and ofa size to insure a good and sufficient 
light ; and if loss or damage oMfall cecur, the owner or owners of the 
‘vessel, steam boat, or propeller neglecting to comply with these regula 
tions shall be liable to the injured party for all loss or damage resulting 
from such nogloct ; and the owner or owners of any vessel failing to 
comply with said regulations shall forfeit penalty of one hundred dol- 
Jars, which may bo recovered in an action of debt, to be brought by the 
district attomey of the United States, in the name of the United States, 
in any court of competent juriadietion. 

Approved, March 3, 1849.” 

In the use of these signal lights, it is recommended for general adop- 
tion on the lakes, to carry the colored light when by the wind, and un- 
til you get the wind abeam, and then change and carry tho bright 
Tight. 

"As there fs diversity of opinion among Mastera on tho lukes, as to the 
meaniug of the terina “ starboard tack” and “ larboard tack,” you will 
find by reference to the work of the celebrated Nathaniel Bowditch, 
defining “sea terms,” that the vessel is on the “starboard tack,” when 
tho wind blows on the starboard side, and this applies alike to square 
rigged and fore and. aft vessels, 

Tt is strongly recommended that the uso of shipping articles be rigid- 


athe 
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ly adhered to, as much of the trouble with seamen in times of disaster, 
arises from the want of legal control over them, (See Acts of Con- 
grese for tho government and regulation of Seamen, in Merchant ser- 
vice, dec, contained in this Pamphlet.) Unnecessary losses of haw 


eers and lines are frequently caused in being washed overboard from - 


not being properly secured by one end being made fast—such losses 
fare not properly claims upon an underwriter. .A buoy should bo at- 
tached to each anchor, with a rope suitable to weigh the anchor. Large 
expenses could frequently be saved to vesse] and cargo, if the masts 
wero so cased that when broken, a new one could be put in without 
discharging cargo. A vessel coming into port with a serious leak, should 
not take in another cargo until thorough examination of ber has been 
made by competent surveyors, and the necessary repairs made to placo 
her in a seaworthy condition, ‘The practice of many vessel masters 
Teaving their vessel after loading, and joining her at an intermediate 
port on the voyage, is very reprehensible, and under some circumstances 
will render void the policy of insurance on her and the cargo. For 
protection in a fog, it is recommendedifthat what is kuown on the sea- 
board as a “fog-homn” be used on board. 


J. L. WEATHERLY, 
President of the Convention, 


Report of Committee on Registration and Classifation of Mas- 
ters of Vessels, 

The Committes to whom was referred the eubject of registering the 
names of vessel masters, respectfully anbmit that. they are of opinion that 
by far the larger proportion of disasters happen through the incspacity 
of the master in charge. The great and rapid increase of the tonage 
of the Lakes has brought into service as masters, a large number of per- 
sons wholly inexperienced, and incompetent for the duties they assume; 
a fact sufficiently proved by the known character of the last year’s losses. 

With a view of obtaining such information as may enable Underwri- 
ters to more fully understand the true character of risks undertaken, a8 


. well as to offer alll possible encouragement to deserving and meritorious 


officers, the Committee rerommend a thorough examination into the ca- 

pacity and charccter of every vessel master employed on the Lakes. 
They recommend that blauk sheets be propared by the Secretury for 

the use of the Inspectors, and that he be instructed to ascertain the age, 
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residence, time of service as seamen, male and master, whether married 
‘or singl, vessels commanded heretofore; disasters that have occurred 
whilst in such command, and habits of life gonorally of all vessel masters 
within their respective beats, with such other facts as may come to their 
knowledge, as shall truly illustrate the character of each person reported. 
Such reports to be sent to the Secretary, who shall transoribe the same, 
alphabetically arranged, in a book prepared for the purpose, Copies of 
such reports shall bo sent to each company forming this Association, 

‘They farther recommend that the Executive Committee carefully ex- 
ataine these reports, and eclect therefrom the names of such persons as 
shall in their judgment deserve to be placed on record as approved mas- 
ters; men of integrity, prudent to avoid danger, prompt and energetio 
when in peril; and when disaster has happened faithful to all the inter- 
ests entrusted to their eharge. e 

A.copy of this aclected list shall be furnished “by the Secretary to 
each member of this Association. Ho shall also enter opposite each 
name sclected in the Registry tho word “approved,” and addrass a Jettor 
to each person informing him that this Association have placed his name 
‘upon their preferred list of “ Approved Masters” where it will remain s0 
Jong as he continues to sustain the character now accorded him. 

‘Respectfully submitted, L. W. WEEKS, 
Chairman, 


AN ACT 


For the Governmen i i 
‘ eet pace) ae fant Repel of Seamen in the Merchants! 
Section 1, Be it enacted by the Senate and Houso of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That from 
‘and after the first day of December next, every master or commander of 
‘any ship or vessel bound from a port in the United States, to any for- 
‘eign port, or of any ship or vessel of the burthen of fifty tons or up: 
wards bound from port in one State, toa port in any other than an 
adjoining State, slial before he proceads on such voyage make an agres- 
ment in writing or in print, with every seaman or mariner on board such 
ship or vessel (axcept such as shall be apprentice or servant to himself 
or owners) declaring the voyage or voyages, term or terms of time, for 
which euch seaman or mariner shall be shipped, And if any master or 
commander of such ship or vessel, shall carry out any seaman or mar- 
iner, (except apprentices or servanta as aforesaid,) without such contract 
or agreement being first made aud signed by the seamen and mariners, 
such master or commander shall pay to every such seaman or mariner, 
the highest price or wages, which shall have been given at the port or 
placo where such seaman or mariner shall have beea shipped, for a si 
Jar voyage, within three months next before the time of such shipping: 
Provided such seaman or mariner shall perform such voyage, or if not, 
then for euch time as he shall continue to do duty on board such ship or 
vessel; and shall moreover forfeit twenty dollars for every such seaman 
or mariner, one-half to the use of the person prosecuting for the eame, 
the other half to the use of the United States; and such seaman or mar- 
iner, not having signed such contract, shall not be bound by the regula- 
tions, nor subject to the penalties and forfeitures contained in this act. 
Section 2, And de it enacted, That at the foot of every such con- 
tract, there shall be a memorandum of writing, of the day and the hout 
on which the seaman or mariner, who shall ship and subscribe, shall 
render themselves on board, to begin the voyage agreed upon, And if 
any such seaman or mariner shall neglect to render himself on board the 


ship or vem, for which he has shipped, at the time mentioned in such 
memorandum, and if the master, commander, or other officer of the ship 
or vewel sball, on the day on which such neglect happened, make an 
entry in the log-bock of such ship or vessel, of the name of such seaman 
or mariner, and sball in like manner note the time that he 60 neglected to 
render himeelf, (after the time appointed,) every such seaman or mariner 
thall forfeit for every hour which he shall so neglect to render himnself, 
one day’s pay, according to tho rate of wages agreed upon, to be deduct- 
ed out of his wages. And if any ouch seaman or mariner shall wholly 
neglect to render himeelf on board of such ship or vessel or, having 
rendered himself on board, shall afterwards desert and escape so that 
the ship or vessel proceed to ses without him, every such seaman or 
mariner shall forfeit and pay to the master, owner, or consignee, of the 
said ship or vessel, a sum equal to that which shall have been paid to 
him by advance at the time of signing the contrect, over and besides the 
sum so advanced; both which eums shall be recoverable in any court, or 
before any justice or justices of any State, city, town, or county, within 
the United States, which by the laws thereof, haye cognizance of debts 
of equal value against euch seaman or mariner, ot his surety or sureties, 
in case ho shall have given surety, to proceed on the voyage. 

Section 3. And be it enacted, That if the mate, or firet officer under 
the master, and a majority of the crew of any ship or vessel, bound on 
a voyage to a foreign port, shall, after the voysge is begun, and before 
the ship or vessel shall have left the land, discover that the sxid ship or 
vessel is too leaky, or is otherwise unfit in her crew, body, tackle, appa- 
rel, furniture, provisions, or atores, to proceed on the intended voyage, 
and shall require such unfitness to be inquired into, the master or com- 
mauder shall, upon the request of the said mato, (or other officer,) and 
‘such majority, forthwith proceed to, or stop at the nearest or most cop- 
venient port or place where such inquiry can be made, and ehall there 
apply to the Judge of the District Court, if he shall there reside, or if 
not, to come justice of the pesce of the city, town or place, taking with 
him two or moro of the said crew who shall have made euch request; 
and thereupon such judge or justice is hereby authorized and required to 
ianue hie precept, directed to three persons in the neighborhood, the most 
skilfal in maritime affaire that ean be procured, requiring them to repair 
‘on board such ship or vessel, and to examine the same in respect to the 
defects and insufiiciencies complained of, and to make report to him, the 


nid judgo or justice in writing under their hands, or the hands of two 
of them, whether in any or in what respect the said ship or vessel is 
unfit to proceed on the intended voyage, and what addition of men, 
provisions, or stores, or what repairs, or alterations ia the body, tackle, or 
apparel, will bo necessary; and upon such report, the said judge or jus 
tice shall adjudge and determine, and shall endorse on the said. report, 
his judgment, whether the said ship or vessel is fit to proceed on the 
intended voyage; if not, whether such repairs ean be made, or deficion- 
cies supplied, where the ship or vessel then lies; or whether it be neces- 
sary for tho said ship or vessel to return to the port from whence she 
first sailed to be there refitted. And the master and crew shall, in all 
things, conform tothe said judgment; and the master or commander 
shall, in the first instance, pay all tha costs of euch view, report and 
judgment, to be taxed and allowed, on a fair copy thereof, certified by 
the said judge or justice. But if the complaint of the said crew shall 
‘appear, upon the said report and judgment, to have been without foun- 
ation, then the exid master, or the owner or consignee of such ship or 
vessel, shall deduct the amount thereof and of reasonable damages, for 
the detention, (to be ascertained by the said judge or justice.) out of the 
wages growig dus to the complaining seamen or mariners, And if, 
after such judgment, such ship or vessel is fit to proceed on her intended 
voyage, or after procuriug such men, provisions, stores, repairs or altera- 
tions, as may be direetod, the said seamen or mariners, or either of thom, 
shall refuse to proceed on the voyage, it shall and may be lawful for any 
Justice of the peace, to commit by warrant under his hand and sea), 
every such seaman or mariner who shall ¢0 refuse, to the common jail of 
the county, there to remain without bail or main-prize, until be shail 
have paid double the sum advanced to bim at the time of subscribing: 
the contract for the voyage, together with such reasonable costs as shall 
be allowed by the ssid justice, and inserted in the said warrant; and the 
surety or sureties of such seaman or mariner (in cago he or they sball 
have given any,) eball remain lisble for such payment, nor shall suy 
such seaman or mariner be discharged upon any writ of habeas conpus, 
‘or otherwise, until such sum be paid by him or them, or his or their 
sureties, for want of any form of commitment or other previous proceed- 
ing: Provided, that sufficient matter shall be wade to appear upon the 
raturn of such Kabeas corpus, and an examination then to be had, to 
detain him for the causes herein before assigned. 
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Section 4. And bo it enacted, That if any person shall harbor or 
secrete any seaman or mariner, belonging to any ship or veel, knowing 
them to belong thereto, every such person, on conviction thereof before 
any court, in the city, town or county where he, sho or they may reside, 
shalt forfeit and pay ten dollars for every day which he, she or they shall 
continue so to harbor or secrete such seaman or mariner; one-half to 

* the use of the person proseenting for the same, the other half to the use 
of the United Statesy And no sum exceeding one Collar shall be recov- 
erable from any seaman or mariner by any one person, for any debt 
contracted during the time such seaman or mariner shall aetually belong 
to any ship or vessel, until the voyage, for which such seaman or mariner 

shall be ended. 

ee 5. And be it enacted, That if any seaman or mariner, who 
shall have subscribed such contract as is herein before described, shall 
absent himself from on board the ship or vessel in which he shall have 
ao shipped without leava of the master or officer commanding on board, 
‘and the mate or other officer having charge of the Jog-book, shall make 
an entry therein of the name of such seaman or mariner on the day on 
hich he call so sbsent himself, And if euch seaman or mariner shall 
return to his duty within forty-<ight hourg, such seaman or mariner shall 
forfeic three deys! pay for every day which he shall 60 absent himself, to be 
deducted out of his wages. But if any seaman or mariner shall absent 
himself for more than forty-eight hours at one time, he shall forfeit all 
the wages due to him, and all his goods and chattela which were on 
board the said ship or ves), or in any store where they may have been 
lodged at the time of his desertion, to the use of the owners of the ship 
or vessel, and moreover shall be liable to pay to them all damages which 
he or they may sustain, by being obliged to hire other seamen or marin- 
cers in his or their place, and such damages shall be recovered with costs, 
in any court, or before any justice or justices having jurisdiction of the 
recovery of debts to the value of ten dollars or upwards. 

ection 6, And be it enacted, ‘That every seaman or mariner shall 
be entitled to demand and receive from the master or commander of 
tho ship or vessel to which they belong, one-third part of tho wages 
which shall be due to him at overy port, where such ship or vessel shall 
unlade and deliver her cargo before the voyage is ended, ale the 
contrary be expressly stipulated in the contract; and as soon as the voy- 
age Seated the cargo or ballast be fully discharged at the last port 
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of delivery, every seaman or mariner shall be entitled to the wages 
which shall bo then duo according to his contract, and if such wages 
shall not be paid within ten days after such discharge, or if any dispute 
shall arise between the master and the seamen or mariners, touching 
the enid wages, it shall be lawful for the Judge of the District where 
the ssid ship or vessel aball be, or in caso his residence be more than 
three miles from the placa, or of his absence from the place of his resi- * 
dence, then for any judge or justice of the peace, to summon the master 
of such ship ur yestel to appear hefore him, to show cause why process 
should not issue against such ahip or vestel, hor tackle, furniture, and 
apparcl, according to the comec of admiralty, courta, to answer for the 
said wages; and if tho master shall neglect to appear, or appearing 
shall not show that the wages are paid or otherwico satiefied or forfeited, 
and if the matter in dispute shall not be forthwith settled, in such case 
tho judge or justice shall certify to the Clerk of the Court of the Dis- 
trict, that there is sufficiont cause of complaint whereon to found admi- 
ralty process, and thereupon the Clerk of stich Conrt shall isme process 
against the enid ship or vessel, and the suit shall be proceeded on in 
the said court, and final judgment bo given according to the course of 
admiralty courts in such cases nsed, and in such suit all the seamen or 
mariners, (having causo of complaint of the like kind against the same 
ship or vessel) shall be joined es complainants; and it shall be inown- 
bent on the master or commander to produes the contract and log-book, 
if required, to ascertain any mattere in dispute, otherwise the complain 
ants shall be permitted to state the contents thereof, and the proof of 
the contrary shall be on the master or commander; but nothing herein 
contained shall prevent any seaman or mariner from having or main- 
taining any action at common law for the reoovery of his wages; or for 
immediate process out of any court, having admiralty jurisdiction wher- 
ever any ship or vessel may be found, in case she shall have left the 
port of delivery whore hor voyage ended before payment of the wages, 
or in ease she shall be about to proceed to aea before the end of the 
ten days next after the delivery of her cargo or ballast, 

Section 7. Aud be it enacted, That it any seaman or mariner, who 
shall have signed a contract to perform » voyage, shall, at any port or 
place, desert, or shall absent himself from such ship or vessel, without 
Ieavo of the master, or officer commanding in the absence of the mas- 
tor, it chell bo lawful for any justice of the peace within the United 
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States, (upon the complaint of the ‘master,) to istue his warrant to ap- 
prchend auch deserter, and bring him before such justice, and if it eball 
then appear by due proof that he has signed a contract within the 
intent and weaning of this act, and that the voyage agreed for is not 
finished, altered, or the contract otherwise dissolved, and that such sea 
man or mariner as deserted the ship or vessel, or sbeonted himself 
yrithout leave, the said justice shall eommit him to the house of correc- 
tion or common jail of the city, town or place, there to remain until the 
said ship or vessel shall be ready to proceed on her voyage, or till the 
master shall require his discharge, and then to bo delivered to the said 
‘master, ho paying all the coste of such commitment, and deducting the 
saine out of the wages due to euch seaman or mariner. 

Section 8. And be it enacted, That every ship or vessel belonging 
to a citizen or citizens of the United States, of the burthen of one hu- 
dred and fifty tons or upwaris, navigated by ten or more persons in the 
whele, and bound on # voyage without the limits of the United States, 
shall be provided with a chest of medicines, put up by some apothecary 
of known reputation, and accompanied by directions for administering 
the same; and the said medicines sball be examined by the same or 
some other apothecary, once at least in every year, and supplied with 
fresh medicines in the place of such as shall have been used or spoiled, 
‘and in default of having such medicine chest so provided, and kept fit 
for use, tho master or commsnder of such ship or vessel shall provide 
and pay for all such advive, medicine, or attendance of physicians, as 
sny of the crew shall stand in need of, in caso of sickness, at every port 
ot place where the ship or vessel may touch or trade at during the voy- 
age, without any deduction from the wages of such sick seaman or 
mariner. 

Section 9, And be it enacted, That every ship or vessel belonging 
as aforesaid, bound on a voyage across the Atlantic Ocean, shall, at the 
timo of leaving the last port from whence she sails, have on board, well 
secured under deck, at least sixty gallons of water, one hundred pounds 
of salted flesh meat, and one hundred pounds of wholesome ship bread, 
for overy person on board such ship or vessel, over and besides euch 

other provisions, stores and live stock, as shall by the master or passen~ 
gore be put on board, and in proportion for shorter or longer voyages; 
‘and in case the crew of any ship or vessol, which shall not have been 
0 provided, shall be put upon short allowance, io water, flesh, or bread, 
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during the voyage, the master or owner of euch ship or vessel, shall pay proper trust therein, or shall assemble with others in a taxmultuous and 
to each one of tho crew one day’s wages, beyond the wages agreed on, mutinous manner, or make a riot on board thereof, or shall unlawfully 
for every day they shall be s0 put to short allowance, to be recovered confine the master, or other commanding officer thereof, every such 
in the same msnner as there stipulated. person so offending shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by fine not 
exccoding one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding five 
An Act in amendment of the Acts for the Punishment of Offenses years, or by both, according to the nature and aggravation of the of- 
against the United States. Approved March 5, 1835. fenso. 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Houso of Representa- Sec. 3, And bo it further enacted, That if any master or other 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, ‘That if officer of any American ship or vessel on the high seas, or any other 
any one or more of the crew of any American ship or vessel on the waters within the admiralty or maritime jurisdiction of the United 
high seas, or on any other waters within the admiralty and maritime States, shall from malice, hatred and revenge, and without justifiable 
jurisdiction of the United States, shall untawfully, wilfully, and with cause, beet, wound or imprison any ono or more of the crew of such 
force, ot by fraud, threats, or other jntimidations, usurp the command ship or vessel, or withhold from them suitable food and nourishment, or 
of euch ship or vessel from the master or other lawful commanding infict upon them any cruel and unusual punishment, every such person 
officer thereof, or deprive bim of his authority and command on board to offending shall on conviction thereof bo punished by fine not exceed- 
thereof, or resist or prevent him in the free and lawful exercise thereof, ing one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding five years, 
or transfer such authority and command to any other person not. law- or by both, according to the nature and aggravation of the offence. 
fully entitled thereto, every such person so offending, his aiders or abet- Sec. 4. And be it farther enacted, That whenever any person in- 
tors, shall be deemed guilty of a revolt or mutiny and felony, and shall dicted for any offense against tho United States, whether capital or 
on conviction thereof be punished by fine not exceeding two thousand othorwise, shall upon his arraignment stand mute, or will not plead or 
dollars, and by imprisonment and confinement to hard labor not exceed- answer thereto, it shall be the duty of the Court to enter the plea of 
ing ten years, according to the nature and aggravation of the offense, not guilty on his behalf, in the same manner as if he bad pleaded not 
And the offense of making a revolt in a ship which now is, under and guilty thereto. And when the party shall plead not guilty, or such 
in virtuo of the eighth section of the Act of Congress, passed the 13th plea shall be entered as aforesaid, the causo shall be deemed at issue, 
day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and and shall without further form or ceremony be tried by a jury. And 
ninety, punishable as a capital offense, shall, from and after the passage | in all trials in capital cases, if the party indicted shall peremptorily 
of the presont not, be no longer punishable as a capital offense, but shall | challenge above the number of jurors allowed by Iaw, euch excess of 
be punished in the manner prescribed in the present act, snd not other- challengers shall be disallowed by the Court, and the canso shall pro- 
wee. coed for trinl in the same manner es if the said challenges had not 
Sec. 2. And he it further enseted, That if any one or more of the deen made, 
crew of any American ship or veascl on the high seas, or any other Sec. 5, And bo it further enacted, That whenever any person shall 
waters, within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United ‘be convicted of any offense against the United States which is punishe- 
States, shall endeavor to make a revolt or mutiny on board such chip | ble by fine and imprisonment, or by either, it shall be lawful for the 
or vessel, or shall combine, conspire or confederate with any other per- Court by which the sentence is passed to order the sentence to be exe- 
son or persons on board to make such revolts or mutiny, or shell solicit, cated in any House of Correction, or House of Reformation for Juve- 
incite or stir up any other or others of tho crew to disobey or resist tho nile Delinquents, within tho State or District where such Court is hol- 
lawful orders of tho master or other officer of the ship or vessel, or to den, the use of which shall be allowed and authorized by the Legisla- 
refuse or neglect. their proper duty on board thereof, or to betray their ture cf the State for auch purpose, and tho expenses attendant upon 
the execution of such sentence shall be paid by the United States, 


RULES 


To bs observed by Pilots in regard to Steamers Lights, 
to prevent Collision at Night. i 


ee ce to tho Rules and Regulation for the government of Pilots, 
ped by ‘the Board of Supervising Inspectors, October 29, 1852, the 

wing in regard wo lights to prevent collisions at night sill be ob- 
served by the Pilots of Steamer navigating seas, gulf, lakes, bays, and 
river ting ri i 
cn cs ig rivers emptying into the Gulf of Mexico and their trib- 

RULE EIGHTH. 
STRAMERS' LIGHTS, TO PREVENT COLLISION AT NIGHT. 


Wasnt unpen War, a Bright White Light at the Foremest Head 
wal seme having foremas's, and upon tbe stem or flag staff at the 
of all Steamers not rigged for carrying sail. Green Li 
Starboard side. Red Light on the Port ide ame 
Wazx ar Axcton— Bright White Light at least twenty feet above 
surface of water, The Lantern 20 constructed and placed as to shi 
good light all round the horizon, oe 
Laine Mast head or Stem Light to be visible at a distance at least 
Five miles jn 1 clear, dark night, and the Lantern to be ao constructed as 
to ae a ‘ase and unbroken light over an are of the horizon of 20 
points of the Compass, viz. from right abead to i 
‘beam on each side of the ship, a aa 
2,—The colored side Lights to be visible at a dis 
om istance of at 2 
miles in aclear, dark nigbt, and the Lanterns to be Sy a ah 
shor s anion. and unbroken light over an are of the horizon of 10 
points of the Compass, viz,, from right ahead to i 
beam on their respective sides, seme 


Ww 

with inboard sereens of at 
seen across the bow. The 
ith the inner edge on the 


3.—TTho side lights to ba moreover fitted 
least 3 feet long to prevent them from beiag 
sereons to be placed ina fore and aft lino wi 


side Lights. 
DIAGRAM. 
‘The following Diagrams are intended to illustrate the working of the 
precoding Plans 


Fimst Sirvariox—In this situation the Steamer A will only see the 
‘Red Light of the Vessel B, in whichsoever of the three positions the lat- 
ter may happen to be, because the green light will be hid from view. 
‘A will be assured that the larboard side of B is towards bim, and that 
the latter is therefore crossing the bows of A in some direction to Port. 


‘A will therefore (if 0 close 

as to fear collision) port his | 
aia helm with confidence, and 

pass clear. On the other 


hand, the Vesel B, in el- 
ther of the three positions, will see the red, green, ‘and mast head lights 
of A, which will appear in a triangalar ferm, by which tho former will 
‘now that a Steamer i approaching directly towards him—B will act 
accordingly. 
Tt is scarcely necessary to remark that the mast head or stem light will 
always be visible in overy situation till abaft the beam. 


Sacoxn Srtu anion —Here A will soo B's 
green tight only, which will clearly indieate 
to the former that B ie erossing to starboard, 
(TEE Aguin A's three lights being visible oD, 4* 
‘vill apprize the latter that a Steamer issteer- 
ing directly towards hitn. i 


‘Tap Srrvarion,—A and B will 


see each other's red Tight only. Tho <3 -—— 


soreans proventing the green lights be- 


ETS jing eon, Both vessels are evidently 


passing to Port. 
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Fount Sirvarto—Here a green 
“ESS ight only wil bo visible to each tho 
fereens proventing the red lights being 

teen. They are therefore passing to 


‘Starboard, 


Firm Strvariox—This is a situation re~ 
quiting eaution—the red light in view to A, 
and green to B, will inform both that they are 
approaching cach other in an oblique direction. 
A should put his helm to por, aceording to the 
standing rule mentioned in the ‘ext situation, 


Sixru Sirvation.—Here the two colored lights, visible to each, will 
indicate their direct approach towards each other, In ituation it 


ought to be a Standing Rule that both 


2. should put their helms to Port, ‘This 
Ga s already generally adopted ; but 
it would add to aafety if it were made 
imperative, for itis evident, that without 
tome rule of this kind wall understood and practise, it will be impose. 


ble to guard at all times against accident in the situation of the two Ves- 
sels here given, 


‘The manner of fixing the Colored Lighls should be particularly atten- 
ded to. They will require to be fitted, each, wit 


Prevent both being seen at the 
Same moment from any direction but that of right-a-head. 


‘This is important, for without 


the screens any plan of bow-lights 
would be ineffectual as a means of 


indicating the direction of Steering, 
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in requis ble vessels to pass each 
is intimation js all that is required to enable ves 
a feat igh with almost equal safety asin broad wie 
= or the want of which so many lamentable acidenta havo occu 
ani 


inite service, combined with the above plan of 


(Ut might “prove of inf reen and 


teamners, ilir ided with a Gh 
IE ory ht oe Barbee Pot Bow, 
pare i side on which the vessel might be approaching.) 
ia A Anchor, all Vessels, without cecoi exhibita Bright 
White Light, at least 20 foot above the service of water, a. 
Nore.—Rule "th as well as rule 2dis general, and to be obs 
by the Pilots of all Steamers. 


SUPERVISING INSPECTORS. 


RULES 


ie to be ob- 
4 Trini ration,” and recommended 8 
Fe i Seana Be Maceo ships in passing, when there is 
ee , 
collision. 5 
eae thoso ships baving the wind fair hall “give way”* 
at 
oF wind, the 
Sa that when both are going by the wind, the a a4 
Eile shall keep her wind, and the one on the larboard tack, 
fo thereby passing each other on the Jarboard a ni 
at si 3-—That when both vessels have the wind free, we, ae 
pan meet, they shall pass each other in the same way on, 
larboard hand by putting the helm to port, agains 
‘A vessel coming up with another should pass ber oe Sie, 
Tro tewp out ofthe way by avoiding the bows, and going ator of te closed 
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Stoam vessels are considered in the light of sailing vessle navigating 
with a fair wind, and should “give way” to sailing vessels on a vind, 
on either tack, 

Rowe yor Sreax Vessrrs—When steamers meet on different tacks 
or courses, and thero is danger if their course is continued, of a cells. 
jon, each vessel shall put her helm to port, 2 


The foregoing rules are taken from Blunt's Commercial Digest. 
They were formally promulgated in 1840, and, ever since, the High 
Court of Admiralty in England has acted upon them, as rules of decis- 
ion, in suits prosecuted in that Court to recover damages oceasioned by 
collision, Tho American Courts of. Admiralty haye almost uniformly 
followed the decisions of the English Court of Admiralty in collision 
cases, and these rules may, therefore, be properly considered as the gen 
tral rules of navigation applicable to two vessels, about to meet in the 
open lake, and proceeding in such directions that if both vere to con- 
tinue their respective courses, unchanged, they would pass 0 near as to 
involva the risk of a colligion, 

These rules will probably be found moro useful thon any others of 
the same length, intended for similar Purpoes. Tt should, however, be 
understood that they do not furnish preciso directions in all the cases 
that amay oceur; and they are by no means absolutely inflexible, but 
may be modified or overridden by extraordinary or peculiar cireumetan- 
es. | That thero must bo exeeptious to all gencral rules of this charac 
ter is apparent to common. sense, and in 2ecordaneo with the experience 
of every scaman; as in tho case of s vessel going 80 near a rock or 
shoal of sand that if she followed the mule she would inevitably become 
8 wreck, or the case where the approaching vessel is disabled, and can 
not therefore adopt the measurea which it would otherwise be her duty 
tocarry into execution, In short, no person would say that the mle 
shall prevail over the still higher consideration of the preservation of 
Property or homan life, aud many cases will aise in which the chip 


It will be seen that the rules above given do not sufficiently indicate 
the course to be pursued where a steam vesse) and one undet canvass 
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with the wind free are about to meet, under such circumstances as to 
require a change of eourse by one or both, 

‘The American rule, undoubtedly, in that the sail vessal has the right, 
and it is ordinarily her duty under such circumstances, to hold her coursa 
whether sho has the wind free, or is close hauled; and the steamer 
must change her coume so as to avoid a collision, It is supposed that 
under ordinary circumstances the steamer should change her course to 
the right, unless by so doing sho will eross the bows of the sailing ves- 
sel; and in all cases where the sleamer changes her course, and expe- 
cially where sho docs eo by star-boarding her helm, she should chango 
her course s0 decidedly and at so great a distance from tho sail vessel 
‘8 not to leave those in charga of the sail vessel too long in doubt in 
regard to the side which the steamer intends to take; for a very careful 
master of sail vessel, may, possibly, under such cireumstances, port 
his helm, under the belief that a chango of course on his part is essen- 
tial to his safety; and if the steamer at or about the same time, star- 
boards her helm, a collision will be quite likely to onaue, 


‘The Executive Committea and Secretary of the Association of Lake 
Underwriters, to whom the subject matter of Lights on Sail Vessels 
navigating the Lakes waa referred by tho late Convention, beg leave 
to state, that they have given the subject their close attention; that 
they find the present system defective and insufficient, and very often 
wrongly construed and carelessly observed, if not totally neglected, and 
has failed to insure any great degree of security against collisions; 
and pending the result of some experimente about being introduoed, 
and, an application for a law fully defining snd regulating the matter, 
would recommend— 

That all sail vessols navigating the Lakes be provided with a set of 
the “ Dioptric Lens Signal Lamps,” ono of red and one of green 
stained glass, and tho other of bright or clear glass, of sufficient size, &e, 

That the “ Pail Bitt” be considered the etand or station for placing 
and exhibiting tho signal light when af sea at night, 

‘That vessels on the lardoard-tack, having the wind abeam, or forward 
af the beam, exhibit on tho stand the green light, 

‘That vessels on the stardoard tack, having the wind abeam, or for- 
ward of the beam, exhibit on the stand the red light, 
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That vessels going off large, having the wind at any point abaft the 
beam, on either eide, to dead aft, exhibit on the stand tho bright or 
clear light, 

‘When necessary from danger of collision, or otherwise, to show the 
course steered, more exactly, We would suggest the following addi- 
Honat exhibition or application of the lamps or lights not on exhibit 
from the stand, which lamps should always be handy to the look-out 
forward, and ready for use at any moment they may be required when 
at sea, 

That vesscls on the larboard tack, having the wind abeam, or free 
forward of the beam, and showing the green light on the stand, shall 
show the clear or plain light by hand, at short intervals, by raising and 
exposing above, and lowering and obscuring below the bulwarks, for a 
sufficient length of time and intervals to enable the approaching vessel 
to eee clearly and distinguish the movable and stationary lights apart. 

‘That vessels on the starboard tack, having the wind abeam, or free 
forward of the beam, and showing the red light on the stand, shall 
show the clear or plain light as above. The stationary colored light 
in each case indieates the tack, and the movable, clear light, indicates 
that tho vessel is going free, with wind abeam, or forward of abeam. 

That vessole close hauled by the wind, shall show nono other than 
the colored light, which indicates her tack, 

‘That vessels going off large, with wind at any point on starboard 
side, from sbeam to within four points abaft the beam, and showing the 
bright or plain light on tho stand, shall show the red light by hand, 
in manner as before described. 

‘That vessels going off Zarge, with wind at any point on larboard 
side from abeam to within four points abaft the beam, and showing the 
bright or plain light on the stand, shall show the green light by hand 
in manner as before described, 

The stationary, clear or plain light, in each of tho two foregoing 
cases, indicates that the vessel is “going off large,” and the movable, 
colored light, indicates the tack or side the wind is on, as the case may 
be, 

That vessels going off with the wind, on either guarter, from four 
points of abeam to “dead aft,” shall show none other than the clear or 
plain light, 
‘We would also recommend the general use of the Torch now in use 
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as an additional security in time of great peril from eollisi ; 
wwe would further recommond— a 
‘That each vessel be provided with a suitably | 
_ That each vou ly lange “Fog Horn,” fc 
oie in thick weather, when in danger of collision oe bee, a 
‘When a vessel is sailing on the larboard tack, wind al 
ie or forward 
of aboam, sound one distinct blast from the horn at pat filers 
to be understood. Whon on starboard tack, wind sbeam, or forward, 
sound two distinct blasts. When wind ie sbaft the beam, to four points 
of sheam on starboard side, sound three distinct blasta, When further 
sara quarter, to “dead aft,” sound four distinct blasta, When 
al ‘beam, on Jarboard side, to four points of 
Bent pointa of the beam, sound fire 
‘The undemigned beg leave to state that tho above Rules and 
uggestions have beon submitted to some of the highest competent 
legal authorities in the country, and have met with their entiee approba- 
tion; that the plans are economical and simple, and peculiarly well 
ssepted to our Lake vessels and trade, and wo believe their general 
adoption would, in careful and watchful hands, give great. additional 
security against collision, de. All of which ia respectfully aubmitted, 
E. P, DO: 


RR, 
J.N. GARDNER, {E; 
RC. BRISTOL” ‘ ne 


D.P. Dopanss, Secretary. 


‘The following gentlemen i 

pa ee ie aS boon appointed Inspectors for the 
Capt. Josnva Marx, Oswego District, 

Atzxixper Stasiey, St. Catherines, C. W, District, 

Rovzzt Tuomas, Gravelly Bay, or Port Colborne, 0, W.s« 

“ Wu, ©. Davisox, Buffslo “ 

“Baws, A. Sravann, Cleveland “ 

“ ©, Huenicx, Toledo 


“ “Wa. H. Banss, Detroit . 
“ B.F, Davison, Chicago “ 
“« B.8, Stomm, Milvaukeo “ 
Approved. _E. P. DORR, 
J.N, GARDNER, 


D. P, DOBBINS, Sec’y. B.C. BRISTOL, 


Executive Committes, 
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